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FRANK N. MARETT

One of Marmora’s most prominent
citizens for over twenty five years
passed away early Tuesday morningin
the person of Frank Newton Marett.
For the past few years he had not been
in the best of health and his own
extensive business affairs, together
with his responsibilities as head of the
mubpicipality, proved a severe strain.
Last summer his condition became
serious and in the fall he went to
Toronto for hospital and special medi-
cal treatment. While there was a
temporary improvement ip his bealth
and he returned to Marmora it was
realized there was little hope of
complete recovery.

The late F. N. Marett, who was in his
59th year, was born and spent his
boyhood days ic Millbrook. Then asa
young man he came to Marmora,
entering the store of Mr.J. W. Pearce
as clerk, From the start he showed a
special aptitude for the mercantile
business and his record was one of
continual progress until the depression
became serious about five years ago.
His ability and bis popularity was such
that when Mr. Pearce was elected to
the Legislature he took the deceased
(igto partnership with him. A few
‘years later, when Mr. Pearce was
'appointed Bursar for the Ortario School
‘for the Deat at Belleville, the tirm of
F. N. Marett & Co. was formed and
took over Mr. Pearce’s interests. The
members of the firm were F. N. Marett,
W. C. Inkster and F. R. Wells. A few
vears later Mr. Marett purchased Mr.
Irketer’s intcrest in the irm and the
business was carried op by Mr. Marett
iand Mr. Wells. A couple of years ago
iDopald Marett, son of the deceased,
became a member of the firm.

For some years the firm of F.N.
Marett & Co. continned in the former
Pearce Store on the west side of For-
sythe street, opposite the present

aud about twenty years ago Mr. Marett.
purchased the present store from Mr.
8, C. Hubbell. The firm then addea
| torriture, undertaking and other lines
"with nuziked success. Amongst Com-
wercial Travellers Mr, Marett had the
reputation of being an exceptiopally
sbrewd buyer and much of bis success
wae due to his ability to anticipate
pubiic demand apnd to get greatest
value obtainable,

On the other band bis reputatioo for
seliirg honest goods at a fair price, his
attention to cpstom'ers and the general
mavner of conducting the busipess
copsrtantly attracted pew customers
and made new friends.

store The busipess continued to grow |

The Jate F. N, Marett was always
keenly interested in sffairs pertaining
"o the village and gave long service as a
,member of the Council or Resve. He
fiest entered the Council about 1910 and
with the exception cf a few years was a
member until 1930, when be was elected
'Reeve. He beld that office until a few
months ago when ill health terced him
to retire and Mr. D E. Bell was
appointed acting Reeve. In municipa)
affairs be showed the same sound
judgment asio his own business and
bis services were highly esteemed.
Mr. Marett was also a director of
Marmora Agricultural Society for many
vears and took part in or assisted

fioancially nearly every organization ;
for the welfare of the village. He was’

a Liberal in politics, though he took
little active part in elections, He was
a valued supporter and adherent of the
Viethodist Church now the TUnited
Church. He bad also been a member
of Marmora Lodge A. F. & A, M. No. 222
for about 80 years.

In August, 1908, the late F. N. Marett
wa¢ married to Jane A. Pearce, younger
daugbter of Mr.J. W. Pearce now of
Relleville, who survives him. To them
were borp three sons and one daughter
—Donald, at home; Douglas, of Queen’s

. University, Kingston; Dorothy, whois
‘attending Ontario College of Education,

{ Toronto, and James at home  He is
ia!so survived by three sisters, Mrs.J.
Chambers, and Misses Lillian and

! Ethel, all of Toronto, and two brothers,
Albert, Vancouver. and kred, now
rcsiding in Texas.

While he never cared much for social
events the Jate F.N. Marett took a
keen interest in sports, before his
nezlth began to fail, and was very

widely known and highly esteemed.
Those wiio came to know him intimately
in these vears remember him as a man
whose first interest was his family,
generous and kindly and very fond of
chiidren. Anyone in trouble found him
ready to help and few had any idea
. how much he gave to those in need.

i The funeral will be held this after-
‘noon service being conducted at his
late residence, The Mzssonic burial
service will be conducted at the ceme.
tery.
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The Late Mrs. Marett,

. Mrs. Ann Marett, 12 Carling
Ave., formerly of Newcastle and
;i Millbrook, ‘died on Saturday in

ther93rd year, following an jj.

hess of five weeks, Born in Ire.
land, she came to Canada at tk¢
age of 14. She had been 3 resi-
dent of Toroato since 1912.

Deccased was 4 member of the
Centennial United Church. Last
Sunday she aruse from her sick
bed; persuadirg her daughters to
allow her to go out of duors to be
photographed. Her strong de-
termination gavye her strength to)
carry thrcugh her purpose. She
was a keen reader and interested
in current topics. :

Surviving her are three sons, F
J. Marett, of Houston. Texas; Al.
bert E. of Vancouver, and Frark
of Marmora, and three daughters,
Mrs. W. J. Chambers of Islington
and the Misses Lillian and Ethel
V. ot Toronto.— Star of Mondzy.

The funeral took place Monday
afternoon from her heme, to
Prospect’ Cemetery, the Rev. Dr.
Newton Powell will conduct the
service. B

Mrs. Marett was of a kindly
disposition,a good neighbor, and
a christian in every sense of the
term, and her many friends will
sincerely regret her passing.

To those bereaved by the pass.
ing of this estimable lady The
Mirror-Reporter joins in extend-
ing sympathy.

The pall bearers were her son,
Frank. grandsons, Donald and
Douglas Marett, son-in-law, W |

of sympathy were received in-
cluding some from her former
Millbrook friends

Chambers, I Bulmer and JP Mae-!
Dsnald  Many floral expressions

The tuneral of the lase Mre Tohn

W
fo
al
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" On friday, March 1st, 1907, Frank Newte Marett Mnanger of J.W Pearce's -

store entered into partnership with Mr Pearce. We predict for the new firm
even greater success than has attended the store in the past "

REFERENCES; Marmora Herald - 7 March, 1907

"' Pearce & Marett are enlarging the front of their store and adding 30 feet
to the back shop "

REFERENCES; Marmora Herald - 13 February, 1908
A‘h\f‘w
On August, 1908, Frank Newton Marett married Jane Amira Pearce, youngest

daughter of J.W Pearce.

" Mr & Mrs F.N Marett returned from their wedding trip on Monday and are
residing with the latter's father, Mr J.W Pearce, until their own home on
Forsythe Street is ready for them " .

REFERENCES; Marmora Herald - 3 September, 1908

"' Pearce & Marett Co. have changed their win dow background by putting in
wood panelling nicely stained in imitation mahogany. As this store has always
paid special attention to its window dressings there will now be a distinct

advance made "'

?
REFERENCES; Marmora Herald - 11 March, 1909 . Ggﬂgﬁ’
""Mr J.W Pearce and daughter Bessie, left yesterday for(zizé§E§;>where Mr
Pearce will attend the opening of Parli et
REFERENCES; Marmora Herald - 24 Januar ; 1907
'"" The present session of the Ontario Legislature being over; Mr J.W Pearce,
M.L.A, arrived home on Saturday"
REFERENCES; Marmora Herald - 25 April, 1907

'" Miss Mary and Ada Pearce returned to Toronto on Tuesday after spending

the summer in Marmora "




" F.N Marett & Co. are making altération and improvements to their store.
The room, formerly used by G.R Hartley as a jewellry store, is being made
part of the store and a door has been cut from the main building into it.
The balance of the room will be fitted up for ladies & children's wear ',

MARMORA HERALD - 2 MAY, 1929, PAGE 4

-

F.N Marett & Co. have built an office in their store about seven feet above
the level of the main floor, which is entered from the steps to the second
floor. The work was done by Douglas Marett .

MARMORA HERALD - 28 MARCH, 1935, PAGE 5

" F.N Marett & Co. are making further improvements to their store. One of the
biggest changes to date was the installing of a furnace with automatic
control early in the winter. It changed the store from conditions which
ranged all the way from tropic to Arctic temperatures in different parts
of the store in cold weather .

MARMORA HERALD - 4 MARCH, 1937, PAGE 8

1

F.N Marett & Co. are making considerable changes in their store arrangement.
Part of the upstairs is being fitted up as an undertaking parlor. The room
which is being vacated will be made part of Shannons' Drug Store, the partition

being removed .

MARMORA HERALD - 3 APRIL, 1941, PAGE 5
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~ The " Harper Building "

was originally built by J.W Pearce in 1877 / 78.This is

_the residence to the left of F.N Marett's clothing store. B
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F.N. MARETT & COMPANY

///f As Marmora prepares to celebrate the 175th anniversary of its founding, one

o

company should be recognized for its part in Marmora's history.

Marmora has the proud distinction of having one of the few 125 year old general
stores still in existence in Canada. We can be prouder still that the business
represents the work of four generations of one family - the Pearce's and Marett's.

The company was started originally in 1871 by Josiah William Pearce (1850 -
1938) as part of the retail portion of the Pearce Lumber Company which operated
in Marmora for many years.

The store was first locatedi in what is now the Coachlight Restaurant on the
west side of Forsyth Street ani carried on business there until 1916 when the
B.C. Hubbell building across the street was purchased.

RWarly in the 1900's, J.W. Pearce hired a young man named Frank Newton Marett
to work in his store. Born in Millbrook, southwest of Peterborough, Frank Marett
had arrived in Marmora with a pack on his back and looking for work.

The young man worked hard for his employer and his value was recognized when
Mr. Pearce offered him a parfnership in the business in 1907. Mr. Marett was made
manager of the store wnile Mr. Pearce went off to fulfill his duties as the newly
elected member of the Ontario Legislature. “‘*\

when his term in office was completed, Mr. Pearce accepted a position as burser
at the Ontario School for the Deaf (as it was known then) in Belleville. Due to
his involvement in politiecs and the school, he never rejoined the the firm and
subsequently sold his shares to his son-in-law. Mr. Marett had by then married

Mr. Pearce's youngest jaughter, Jane Almira, bn August 1908. Mr. Pearce iiedi%plggé}evill1
The name of the store was changed to F.N.Marett and Company to reflect the

new ownership and that name continues until tc-day.

While har husband was serving the needs of residents in Manrora Village, Marmora
Township and Deloro Villaze, Jane Marett was busy raising three sons, Donald,
Douglas and Jares and daughter NDorothy, while at the same time managing their home

at 18 McGill Street and playing a large pale in the life of this community.



After Frank Mareti's dsath in February 1936, his eldest sog,Donald Pearce Marett,
carried on the business with partners Frederick R. Wells and William C. Inkster.
until the early 155C's wnhen they discontinued tne partnership. Mr. Donald Merett
carried on the business while his wife Alice raised two sons, Frank and William and
daughter 4nne. Donald died in January 1968, elso at the early age cf 59. like his
father.

Following hie father's death, Williem Donzld stepped in to continue the business
for his mcther until he purchased %ﬁ in 1971.

Tnis year,; 1996, marks the 125 year of continuous business under four generation
of the same family - first the Pearce's, then ikxasm three generstions of Maretts.

Over the years, the business has included clothing, footwear, groceries, paint,
wallpaper, floor coverings, toys, furniturs and yard goods as well as the funeral
service that Fred Wells operated for the company.

During thne early 1950's Fred Wells opened his own funeral business on Bursthall
Street and continued on until he sold the business to Garnet Howden in 1956, then
it was resold to the present omner,Jon McConnell,in 1978.

Early in the 1970's, the Marett store discontinuedselling paint and wallpaper,
floor covering and yard goodd and the upstairs was turned into storage area.

In 1990 water sports were added to the inventory ao that to-day the business

isals in clothing, footwear, water skis, wet suits, kneeboards, kayaks and inflat-

able water products.
The Marett fanily have always stockegxcellent quality products for their
customers znl they continue to do so to-day.
Will there be a fifth generation of Marett's running the store? Will one of
Bill ani Pat's sons, Andrew or David, went to tzke on the responsibility of contin-
xxxxxxx O .
uing this long time tradition? Rexkxxrx only time will tell.

Note: The Marmora Herald and St. Paul's A.C.W. are grateful to Pat Marett for pre-

paring such excellent notes that made the job of writing this article so
much easier. ¥

We also thank Jim Marett for contributing some childhood memories of living
with his parents in the business comrunity. Lack of space gt this time dJoes
not allow the printing of those meroriesx but, hopefully, will be possible
soon.

Our thanks also to Gerald Belanger for assisting with material from his
large research collection.



