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Foreword 

In the last scene of the musical Camelot, King Arthur spins out a 
song filled with memories of what had been the most idyllic 
place on earth. Alone on stage, the broken, forgiving king begs 
us to remember: 

1sk ev'ry person f they've heard the story, 
And tell it strong and clear f they have not, 
That once there was afleeting wisp ofglory 
Called Camelot! 
Don't let it be./orffot that once there was a spot 
For one brief, shining moment 
That was known as Camelot. "1  

Keep the story going, begs King Arthur. Pass it on to your 
children and your children's children; and in the very remem- 
bering, you will keep the dream alive. In the midst of the despair 
around you, recall this time, this special place. And, perhaps—who 
knows—perhaps this one brief, shining moment will come again. 

Recall this time—recall this special place. That's what The 
Leaky Raft is all about. This story is about a village —a time and 
place where the story of being human is unfolded before our very 
eyes in the lives of two boys, James and David. It's a larger story 
of how a community, a village, an idyllic but real place in history, 
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The LkNrBaft 

through its many characters and events shaped the lives ofJames 
and David. The Leaky Raft is a symbol of what holds us together, 
or we sink\The raft will always leak, representing the growing 

pains, the i9security and the innocence of childhood, while the 

solid cedar rails, any old plank, or even an old door of the raft, 
held together with fence wire or old ropes, represents the 
community, the village, the support and care of the child. 

Well, hop on the raft with us! It's going to be quite a journey. 
James 
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